z:antioch philadelphian

Viodume 1

M,

James Farmer Leads Seminar
On the Civil Rights Movement
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(continued from page 1)

Finally, the election in 1960 of John F.
Kennedy, along with the appointment of
Robert F. Kennedy as Attorney General,
signaled a new mood, an aura of youthful
spirit and the will to **get the nation moving
again.”” Farmer pointed to a belief shared by
black and white Americans alike that the
nation should be moving especially in the
area of civil rights,

Farmer, who became national director of
CORE in 1961, founded the organization
twenty years earlier, with a philosophy and
tactics inspired by the non-violent direct
action of Mahatma Ghandi. CORE’s fol-
lowing increased during the 1956 Mont-
gomery bus boycott led by Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., who employed the same non-
violent approach to change.

The success of the bus boycott was a major
factor in CORE’s sponsorship of the
Freedom Rides a few years later, said
Farmer. These direct but non-violent actions
challenged segregation in interstate bus
travel throughout the South.

CORE’s plan called for black passengers
to ride in the front of the bus, while whites
rode in the back. In addition, when the group
encountered segregated facilities along the
route, blacks would use those designated for
“whites only” while whites would use those
marked “colored.”

Though the Freedom Riders were non-
violent, local residents were not. A mob
surrounded a CORE bus in Anniston,
Alabama, severely beat several passengers,
then set fire to the bus. A photograph of the
burning bus, superimposed over the torch of
the Statue of Liberty, appeared on the front
pages of newspapers all over the world.

High Point
In Farmer’s opinion, the Freedom Rides
were a high point of the civil rights move-
ment. They constituted a constructive con-
frontation, a “‘creative crisis,” that made it
more dangerous for reluctant federal officials

to continue to maintain segregation than to
oppose it.

Although Attorney General Kennedy
urged Farmer to call off the Freedom Rides
for the purpose of creating a “‘cooling off”
period, Farmer replied in a telegram: “Re-
gret cannot comply with your urgent request.
Been cooling off for 350 years. If we cool off
any more we'll be in a deep freeze. The
Freedom Rides will continue.™

And the Freedom Rides did continue, with
the protection of national guardsmen who
were finally ordered into service.

CORE continued to fight to end seg-

L] i AT
Media Coverage
James Farmer’s seminar received exten-
sive media coverage, thanks to the efforts
of Bobi Stein, Administrative Assistant in
the Office of Academic Affairs, who
coordinated the publicity. In addition to
articles in the Philadelphia Inquirer and
Daily News, there will be forthcoming
pieces in the Philadelphia Tribune, the
Inquirer Magazine, and the Christian
Science Monitor. Farmer was inter-
viewed on WHYY-FM’s “Fresh Air”
program and participated in a panel on
“Politics inthe 1960s” on WPVI-TV. He
will also appear on WPVI's *‘Perspec-
tive”” on January 13, 14, and 15, 1984.

regation, but by August 1963, the time of the
March on Washington, Farmer felt that the
civil rights movement had virtually ended.
Passage of the Voting Rights Act and other
civil rights legislation during the Johnson
administration answered many of the move-
ment’s goals. Thus the stupendous march of
1963 reflected in many ways the need for a
new agenda. Ironically, Farmer himself was
unable to attend the March on Washington,
having been jailed in Plaquemine, Louisiana,
along with other blacks involved in a non-
violent voter registration campaign.
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Looking Ahead

James Farmer—the only survivor of the
“Big Four” that included Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., Roy Wilkins, Whitney M. Young,
Jr. and Farmer himself—sees a new agenda
for the *80s, including a bold attack on
inequities in income, education, health, and
housing in America. “The goal of any new
movement,” says Farmer, “should be to
translate the new freedom won by blood,
sweat, and tears into real equality for both
blacks and whites.”

Farmer is scheduled to teach the seminar
on The Civil Rights Movement again in the
Spring ‘84 semester, O



